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The Women Lawyers Association of Michigan Foundation enjoyed another very successful year of supporting women's education, raising over $50,000 for scholarships.  Fundraising activities are still in process for this year. As of 2019, the WLAM Foundation reached the level of $652,500 given away in scholarships over the past twenty-two years, to 262 awardees!  For 2018-2019 the leadership team will continue with Kristen Pursley as President, Paula M. Talarico as Treasurer and Nicole Wilinski as secretary. The Board is comprised of Z. Kay Fitzpatrick, Ann E. Erickson Gault, Michelle Johnson-Tidjani, Stephanie Jones, Emily Peacock, Katherine Razdolsky Rothstein, Meghan Kennedy Riordan and Jennifer Salvatore.  The board also welcomes Peggy Lynch, from Masco Corporation to the team this year.  Administrative support is provided by Barbara Campos. 

A major goal for 2019 was to expand the number of scholarships by bringing new sponsors on board.  We are pleased to announce that we have successfully accomplished this goal by doubling our scholarships from 2018 as well as increasing each individual scholarship award.  This year we are presenting 12 scholarships with an award of $3500 each.  The scholars will be recognized at a special reception to be held on May 3 in conjunction with the WLAM Annual Meeting in Traverse City.

Major continuing support was shown by corporations and law firms, particularly the Albert & Doris Pitt Foundation; Bench Bar Culinary Challenge Committee; Masco Corporation; Bodman PLC; Carole Chiamp; Dickinson Wright; Sue Ellen Eisenberg; General Motors; Giarmarco, Mullins and Horton PC; Hon. Pamela R. Harwood; Karen Seder; Peacock Law; The Dobrusin Law Firm and Talarico Law.  As in prior years, a significant number of individuals also contributed to the campaign, joining the corporations, law firms and special funds in their generous support.  The 2019 Dean's List of donors follows:
Summa Cum Laude ($2,000 and above)

Albert & Doris Pitt Foundation
Bench-Bar Culinary Challenge Committee

Dickinson Wright

General Motors

Masco Corporation

Peacock Law PC

The Dobrusin Law Firm
Magna Cum Laude ($700 to $1,999)
Bodman, PLC
Carole Chiamp
Victoria Roberts

Hon. Lawrence & Marianne Talon
Sue Ellen Eisenberg
Schoenherr, Cahill & Warnez, PC♥
Salvatore Prescottt & Porter

Robert Riley

Kristen Pursley
Cum Laude ($150 to $699)

Z.Kay Fitpatrick♥
Katie Strickfaden

Martha & Peter Ruggirello♥
FindLaw

Eisenberg & Spilman PLLC

Talarico Law

Stephanie Jones

Barbara Campos
♥ Donations made to the Kimberly M. Cahill Scholarship Fund

The Foundation also issues a “Do Good Work Grant” to benefit non-profit organizations nominated by prior Dean’s List scholarship recipients.  This year’s grant of $1,000 was awarded to Lakeshore Legal Aid, which is a not-for-profit law firm providing a range of free civil legal service to people who are low income and seniors in our communities.

Virtually all of the money raised by the WLAM Foundation goes directly into law student scholarships or an educational endowment fund; less than ten percent of the money raised goes to administration, a very low percentage in the fund-raising world.  The Foundation’s web site, www.wlamfoundation.org, contains news, archives, photographs, profiles of student-awardees, and much more.  Event support was handled with considerable aplomb by Barbara Campos, with generous in-kind support from TalaricoLaw.  
Awards made to Outstanding Women Law Students this year totaled $42,000, awarded to 12 students attending Michigan's five accredited law schools.  The 2019 Outstanding Women Law Students are:
Dickinson Wright Scholar:

Hillary John, University of Michigan Law School
Dawn Van Hoek Scholar:
Marie Bonnici, Wayne State University Law School
WLAM Foundation Scholars:

Emily Wacyk Paski, Michigan State University College of Law
Clarissa Kewin, Western Michigan University Cooley Law School
Alexis Smith, Wayne State University Law School
 Kimberly M. Cahill Scholar:

Erin Emory,
University of Michigan Law School

Florence King Scholar in Patent Law:

Stephanie Moore, University of Detroit Mercy School of Law
General Motors Scholar:
Allison Kruschke, Michigan State University College of Law
Jacqueline Wan-Jeng Yee, Wayne State University Law School
Masco Scholar:
      Erin Emory,
University of Michigan Law School
John Dalton & Mary Lou Peacock Scholar:
Emily Garcia, University of Detroit Mercy School of Law
Dobrusin Law Firm Scholar:
Tanya Elzy, Western Michigan University Cooley Law School

Students were selected on the basis of their demonstrated leadership and on their commitment to women's and diversity issues.  Full profiles of the students appear on the Foundation’s web site, www.wlamfoundation.org.  
Many thanks to all for the support shown during the year!

Respectfully submitted, 
Kristen Pursley,
Chair, WLAM Foundation
kpursley@patentco.com
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