Members in the News:
WLAM would like to congratulate member Julie I. Fershtman, who was sworn in as the 77th president of the State Bar of Michigan. She is the fifth woman to lead the Bar. Ms. Fershtman is a shareholder with Foster Swift Collins and Smith, PC, in Farmington Hills, where she practices in the areas of commercial litigation, insurance defense and coverage, and equine law, for which she is nationally known. 
Member Thomas C. Rombach of the Law Offices of Thomas C. Rombach was sworn in as Secretary for the State Bar of Michigan and member Lori A. Buiteweg of Nichols, Sacks, Slank, Sendelbach & Buiteweg, P.C. was sworn in as the Treasurer for the State Bar of Michigan.  
WLAM member Renee R. McDuffee, Magistrate of the 36th District Court (Detroit) has been reappointed as Chair of the Lawyers and Judges Assistance Program for 2011-2012.  After several years of service as a member of the Committee which meets bimonthly in Lansing, Magistrate McDuffee was first appointed Chair of LJAP by State Bar President W. Anthony Jenkins for 2010-2011 Bar year.  Magistrate McDuffee has been a Magistrate of the 36th District Court since March, 2004 when she was appointed to the position by Chief Judge Marylin Atkins after years in private practice.  
Patricia A. Stamler of Hertz Schram PC recently became a member of the Board of the Anti-Defamation League.  On November 1, 2011, Ms. Stamler also served as a guest speaker at University of Detroit Mercy Law School’s Health Law Seminar on the topic of Qui Tam False Claims Act litigation.

Channelle Kizy-White of Kizy Law in Farmington Hills has been recognized by a number of awards this year and we are proud to congratulate her for her achievements.  She has been named as a 2012 Michigan Super Lawyer Rising Star for the second year in a row.  Ms. Kizy-White has also been named as a dbusiness Top Lawyer for 2012 in the area of family law.  Finally, she was recognized by Michigan Lawyers Weekly as an Up and Coming Lawyer for 2012.  Ms. Kizy-White dedicates her practice to the areas of criminal defense and family law.

Member Mary Margaret O’Donnell recently opened her own firm, Blue Filament Intellectual Property LLC, in Birmingham.

Heather Garretson was recently appointed to be the Criminal Issues Initiative liaison to the Criminal Law Section Council of the Michigan Bar Association. Ms. Garretson is an Associate Professor at Thomas M. Cooley Law School and was previously Special Assistant United States Attorney (SAUSA) for the Western District of Missouri.

Frances Murphy, a second-year law student at Wayne State recently made it to finals for the Neef Moot Court in-house competition. She was also selected for the Outside-Competitions team.

Wafa Adib-Lobo is pleased to announce the opening of her firm Safe Harbor Legal, PLC in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Ms. Adib-Lobo will offer bankruptcy-related services.    
